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RE: Drzft Genera] Waste Discharge Requiremenis and Monitoring and Reporting Proeram for
Discharges of Green Waste for Composting Within the Cemtral Villev Region

Digar Mr. Bratrain:

Thank you for the opportunity Lo comment on the draft General WDRSs for composting facilitics
in the Central Valley of California.

As one of the agencies that eoordinale wasle menagement effiorts in Stanislans Caunly, we have
elways supported composling of green organic material in an cffort 1o divert this type of waste
from landiill disposal. This prierity of recycling green waste through composting has also becn
an emphasis of the Califomia Integrated Waste Management Board-

We believe that any additional repularions on composting eperations nced to be based on proven
procedures and best available economic technolopy. Several composting operators have
expressed concern on the drafi General Order thet has been released for review. Mosl conceims
center on adding significan! expenses to masntaining and operanng a composting sile witho:!
accompanying environmenta! benefits,

For example. in the “Tenms and Conditions of this Generat Qrder,” it states that [acilities thal
carmol demonsirate thar material will remsin “unsatursted™ are required to provide a low
pexrmeabiliry layer on all pads where “compostmg will be conducted or stared, or where additives
and amendments are siored.” According 1o the proposcd drafl, the layer must consisl of one of
the following: asphalt at least 4 inches thick, concrete &t least 6 inches thick, g synthetic
membrane al least 60-mil ihickness, one foot aF compacred clay, or an equivaisnt or better
cogineered aliernarive,

The composting operators that have contacted our office have stated that if this requircment is
implemented. they would no longer be able to aperate in the valley because of the expense to
nstall and meimain such impermeable pads. Informalion on estimared costs for installing an
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agphalt pad of 4 inches thickness in our area is: 51.80 per square foot, 578,408 per acre or
5784,080 for & 10-acre site. We do not believe there is sufficient evidence to show this level of
pad design is nesded © protect groundwater fram green organic material that is used at
composting facilities in the Valley.

Dr. Horasio Ferriz, an Environmental Genlogist for Stanislaus Counry, has suggested that a less
expensive effective alternative would be to have pads with 2% or 3% grade, compacted to 95%
of maxinum density and Wwith & permeability of less than 1E-05 cm/sec, and rows parallel in the
inclination of the slope to facilitate drainage. There should also be 2 lined culvert at the base of
the slope, an impermeable sump to collect the Ieachate, and & pumnp o pull Ieachate out of the
sump and into a suitable storage tank for later sprinkling over the composi.

We believe individual composting facilities located in Stanislaus County will be responding with
their comments that will provide more details of their concerns. Again, we appreciate this
opportimity to commeat and would iike to be notified when changes or updates to the draft
General Order become availeble. Pleass feel free to contact our affice at (209) 525-6700 if you
have apy questims.

Sincerely,
/6 N7

Eon Delong, Mana
Salid Waste Division




